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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can use what the sentence says to help me determine what a word or phrase means. (L.3.4) 

I can determine the main idea of an informational text. (RI.3.2) 

I can retell key ideas from an informational text. (RI.3.2) 

I can use information from illustrations (maps, photographs) to understand informational texts. (RI.3.7) 

I can use information from the words to understand informational texts. (RI.3.7) 

I can effectively participate in a conversation with my peers and adults. (SL.3.1) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can determine the meaning of new vocabulary using clues in the text around a word. 

• I can identify the main idea of pages 8–11 and 16–25 of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle by reading the 

text closely. 

• I can explain how information in the illustrations and the words help me understand these scientific 

concepts.  

• I can explain what helps a bullfrog survive. 

• Capturing the Gist recording forms 

• Close Reading: Main Ideas and Details recording form 

(for pages 8-11 and 16-25) 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Engaging the Reader: Homework Share (5 

minutes) 

B. Unpacking the Learning Targets (5 minutes) 

2. Work Time  

A. Vocabulary in Action (20 minutes) 

B. Engaging the Reader and Building Fluency: 

Read-aloud of Pages 8–11 and 16–25 of 

Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle (5 minutes) 

C. Rereading on Your Own: Capturing the Gist 

(20 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Debrief: Sharing Unfamiliar Vocabulary (5 

minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Reread pages 8-11 and 16-25 of Bullfrog at 

Magnolia Circle out loud to someone at home. 

Try to read it with a lot of feeling, so the 

person listening can really picture what is 

happening to the frog. Write down any words 

you felt were particularly interesting. What do 

you know so far about the adaptations of the 

bullfrog that help it to survive? 

 

• This lesson introduces a new kinesthetic vocabulary activity (see Work Time A). Students basically act out 

sentences from this section of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle. (See note regarding sentence strips, below.) During 

this lesson, there may not be enough time for each triad to perform; it is fine to just take volunteer triads 

today. Other students may perform their sentences during other times in the day. This vocabulary activity also 

repeats in Lesson 5, so some of the class may perform then if they do not get the chance in this lesson.  

• In advance: Copy and cut up the sentence strips for pages 4–7 and 12–15 (see Supporting Materials). 

• This lesson follows the same structure as Lesson 2, and begins a two-day close reading cycle with a new chunk 

of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle. This time, the focus is on the predators and prey of the bullfrog as well as its 

physical characteristics. Students again linger on just one section for two lessons, in order to both build their 

awareness of choosing words for effect.  

• Suggestion: Place ‘gist’ sticky notes on pages 11 and 25 of students’ copies of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle. 

Consider writing, “Pause for Gist” at the top of these sticky notes. Since students are reading two chunks 

(pages 8-11 and 16-25) and not reading pages 12-24 today, this may help students to not read those pages at 

this time. If students will be using the Capturing the Gist recording form, there is no need to do this. 

• There are two purposes to students lingering for two days over the same pages: to build students’ content 

knowledge (which will serve as a foundation for their research about freaky frogs in Unit 2) and to build their 

awareness of choosing words for effect (which they will apply as writers in Unit 3).  

• As with Lesson 2, do not tell students the topic of this section of the reading. Students likely can figure this out 

after multiple reads. In Lesson 5, after having read the sections several times, students name the topic.  

• For Work Time C, decide whether students will be using sticky notes for writing the gist and vocabulary or 

whether they’re using the Capturing the Gist recording form. 

• As in the cycle in Lessons 2–3, students will focus on key vocabulary from pages 8–11 and 16–25 during 

Lesson 5.  

• Review: Helping Students Read Closely (Appendix 1). 

• Prepare a new anchor chart to capture students’ thinking for Lesson 5. This anchor chart is just an enlarged 

version of the Close Reading: Main Idea and Details recording form that students are given in Work Time C.  
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 Teaching Notes (continued) 

 •  A handout with directions for the Vocabulary in Action activity is available in Supporting Materials. This type 

of visual scaffold supports all learners.  

• The site www.novelnewyork.org has a free, searchable database of content-related texts that can be played as 

audio files on a home or library computer. Texts on this site can also be translated into many languages. Use 

the database to provide at-home reading of related texts to ELLs and their families in their native languages 
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

adaptation, facts, definitions, details, survive  

Note: Specific vocabulary from pages 8–11 and 16–25 in Bullfrog 

at Magnolia Circle are addressed during Lesson 5. 

 

• Students’ homework from Lesson 3 

• Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle by Deborah Dennard (book; one per student) 

• Sentence strips for pages 4–7 and 12–15 of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle (one per group of three) 

• Capturing the Gist of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle (optional; one per student) 

• Close Reading: Main Ideas and Details recording form (for pages 8-11 and 16-25 of Bullfrog at 

Magnolia Circle)(one per student) 

• Conversation Criteria Checklist (begun in Lesson 2) 

• Lesson 4 Homework (one per student) 

Supplemental Materials 

• Steps for Capturing the Gist anchor chart (for pages 8-11 and 16-25) 
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Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Engaging the Reader: Homework Share (5 minutes) 

• Call students together and tell them to bring their Lesson 3 Homework with them. Students should sit back to back with a 

partner. Once students are settled, ask them to take one silent minute to review their homework. When they hear you say 

‘face to face’ they can turn around and take turns to share their thinking related to the homework. 

• Collect the homework at some point within the lesson for review. 

• Posting sentence frames can 

assist ELLs and other students 

needing additional support in 

contributing to classroom 

discussions.  

B. Unpacking the Learning Targets (5 minutes) 

• Direct students to the four learning targets for this lesson related to close reading. Students should be very familiar with 

these targets considering all the work they’ve done so far this year with reading text closely.  

• Help students understand how the text Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle is different from many of the picture books they read 

in Module 1. Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle is narrative nonfiction. Say something like: “Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle is a 

story but it’s meant to teach us about a topic! What is the topic?” It’s okay for now if students only say ‘bullfrogs.’ After 

more work with this text, students will refine that understanding and will know it helps us to know how the bullfrog lives 

and survives. 

• Remind students of the big question they are working to answer: “What adaptations help the bullfrog survive?” 

• Ask students to think, and then talk with a partner, about the word adaptation, which they learned in previous lessons. 

What do they remember? Give students time to talk with a partner, then cold call a student to remind the class about this 

key vocabulary term. Review as needed. 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Vocabulary in Action (20 minutes) 

• Tell students that they now will work with the words  from their rereading of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle. Some of these 

words may have been words students wrote on their Capturing the Gist recording form from Lesson 2 and other words are 

key vocabulary terms identified by the teacher.  

• Tell students that Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle is a hard book, especially because the author chose specific science words and 

other unfamiliar words to help teach us about bullfrogs. There may have been many words on pages 4–7 and 12–15 that were 

difficult for students to understand.  

• Review with students the strategy they learned for finding the meaning of unfamiliar words while reading the texts in 

Module 1. Post and read the learning target: “I can determine the meaning of new vocabulary using clues in the text around a 

word.” Ask students to Think-Pair-Share what this learning target is, and what they did with words in books like Rain 

School, That Book Woman, or My Librarian Is a Camel. Share out as a whole group.  

• Remind them that this is a strategy they have practiced a lot: looking at clues in the text around the unfamiliar word, and 

then replacing the word with other words that might mean the same thing.  

• Another strategy to help understand and remember words is to perform them out in little stories or skits. Today they will use 

both strategies together.  

• Display the Vocabulary in Action anchor chart which lists the steps for the activity.  

* Read the sentence on the strip of paper out loud to each other. 

* Figure out what the bold word(s) mean. Notice that all of these words are verbs (action words). 

* Talk together about any other words you don’t know. 

* Plan how to “show” what this sentence means by acting it out.  

* Choose two people to be the ‘actors’ and one person to be the ‘narrator.’ The narrator reads the sentence aloud while the 

actors act out the sentence.  

• If necessary, invite two students to come up front and model with you in front of the class using one of the sentence strips. 

• Distribute the sentence strips for pages 4–7 and 12–15 to students (one strip per group of three). Give students 8 

minutes to discuss their sentence and prepare their skit. Circulate to support as needed. 

• Increase interactions with 

vocabulary in context. This 

increases the rate of vocabulary 

acquisition for ELLs.  

• Consider posting the Vocabulary in 

Action directions on chart paper for 

student reference. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Then take 10 minutes (total) for each triad to perform in front of the class. After each triad performs, ask:  

* “How does this sentence help us understand how bullfrogs live?” 

Note: There may not be enough time for each triad to perform their sentence. It is fine to just take volunteer today. This 

activity repeats in lesson 5, so other students can have a turn then. 

 

B. Engaging the Reader and Building Fluency: Read-aloud of Pages 8–11 and 16–25 of Bullfrog at Magnolia 

Circle by Deborah Dennard (5 minutes) 

• Gather students together. Tell them that today they are going to begin a new section of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle. 

Just as before, they will study one section of the text for two days, in order to really understand it well and to pay attention 

to all the rich words and phrases the author chose.  

• As before, do not explain what this section of the book is about. 

• As with other read-alouds in this unit, ask students to follow along in pages 8–11 and 16–25 in their text. (This promotes 

fluency.)  

• Project the book Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle and read pages 8–11 and 16–25 slowly, fluently, and without interruption. 

Feel free to read it dramatically. Remind students that they will have a chance to reread this section and discuss it later.  

 

C. Rereading on Your Own: Capturing the Gist (20 minutes)  

• Tell students they will now move onto capturing the gist. As they’ve done before, they will read, think, talk, and write.  

• Remind students, or have a student remind the class, of the two important things they will do during their first independent 

read:  

* Try to find the gist and write it down. 

* Circle unfamiliar words or write them down on sticky notes. 

• If students will be using the Capturing the Gist of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle recording form for pages 8-11 and 

16-25, distribute it to students at this time. Students can use sticky notes in place of this recording form if desired. 

• The language of Bullfrog at 

Magnolia Circle may prove 

especially challenging to ELL 

students. Help students focus on the 

illustrations to aid their 

comprehension.  

• Use thoughtful grouping: ELLs’ 

language acquisition is facilitated by 

interacting with native speakers of 

English who provide models of 

language.  
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Remind students that Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle is challenging because the author uses very detailed and descriptive 

words. For today, their goals, as usual, are to capture the gist, think about the main ideas, and then collect details that help 

support that main idea. Remind students: “Try not to get stuck on every word you do not recognize. Write it down and move 

on.”  

• Stress with students that they are going to focus on certain select pages that are about the same main idea. Share again the 

pages to read are only pages 8-11 and 16-25. 

• If desired, display the Steps for Capturing the Gist anchor chart (for pages 8-11 and 16-25). Review the steps with 

students. This anchor chart may be necessary since students are expected to read pages 8-11 and 16-25 without reading the 

pages between those two sections.  

• Encourage students to read just one section at a time, capturing the gist of each section before moving on. Remind them also 

to use the illustrations to help them understand the text and figure out the gist. 

• Give students 10 minutes to work with pages 8-11 and 16-25 on their own. Their goal right now is to capture the gist and 

identify unfamiliar vocabulary. Circulate and support students as they read.  

• After students have read for 10 minutes, stop them in their work. (It’s fine if they didn’t finish since they will continue to 

reread and discuss these pages.)  

• Allow students 5 minutes to work in groups of 4-5 to discuss their reading work done so far. If needed, remind students of 

the criteria for a quality conversation.  Consider posing questions such as: “Did you have a similar ‘gist’ for each part? Do you 

have similar words written down?” Students are allowed to use the ideas of their group. 

• Distribute the Close Reading: Main Ideas and Details recording form (for pages 8-11 and 16-25). After the group 

discussion, ask students to take 3–5 minutes to fill in Part 1 about the main idea of this section on their Close Reading: Main 

Ideas and Details recording form. Collect this recording form for use in Lesson 5. 

• Consider partnering an ELL with a 

student who speaks the same L1 

when discussion of complex content 

is required. This can let students 

have more meaningful discussions 

and clarify points in their L1. 

• Consider writing and displaying 

steps for close reading. Add 

nonlinguistic symbols to each step 

to aid reading comprehension so 

that students can make sure they 

stay on track. 

 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 2A: UNIT 1: LESSON 4 

Vocabulary in Action and More Close Reading of Bullfrog at Magnolia 

Circle: Predators and Prey 
 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M2A:U1:L4  •  June 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) • March 2015  •  9   
 

 

Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

B. Debrief: Sharing Unfamiliar Vocabulary (5 minutes) 

• Provide students with an opportunity to share the words they noted as unfamiliar from today’s reading. They could write 

each word on a sticky note and attach the sticky notes to a class chart or students could share their words aloud and you can 

record them on a class chart. At the top of the chart write that these words are from Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle and 

reference pages 8-11 and 16-25 or specifically note the specific pages. 

 

 

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Reread pages 8-11 and 16-25 of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle out loud to someone at home. Try to read it with a lot of feeling, 

so the person listening can really picture what is happening to the frog. Write down any words you felt were particularly 

interesting. What do you know so far about the adaptations of the bullfrog that help it to survive? 

 

Save all Unit 1 recording forms and student work for use in Unit 2. 

• ELLs or struggling readers could 

read aloud just one page of text 

multiple times, rather than all the 

pages.  

• Students who cannot yet read 

independently will benefit from 

hearing books read to them, either 

by a caregiver or through audio 

recordings. 
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Vocabulary in Action:  

Steps for Students 

 

 

You will work in groups of three.  
 

 

1. Read the sentence on the strip of paper out loud to each other.  

 

2. Figure out what the bold words mean. Notice that all of these words are 

verbs (action words). 

 

3. Talk together about any other words you don’t know. 

 

4. Plan how to “show” what this sentence means by acting it out.  

 

5. Choose two people to be the ‘actors’ and one person to be the ‘narrator.’ 

The narrator reads the sentence aloud while the actors act out the 

sentence.  
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Sentence Strips for pages 4–7 and 12–15 of 

Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle 
 

Teacher directions: In advance, copy this sheet (one per set per group of three) and cut into strips. 
 

Lightning zigzags through the early evening sky over the 

bayou waters that slowly wind their way behind the 

white wooden house on Magnolia Circle. (page 5) 

Thunder rumbles in the distance. (page 5) 

The croaking of bullfrogs, and the peeps and sounds of 

other frogs, fill the air. (page 5) 

In midwinter, Bullfrog emerged from his muddy winter 

retreat and silently waited for the warmth and rains of 

spring. (page 6) 

Now in April, his throat yellow and bulging, he sings a 

sound like “brrwoom.” (page 6) 

Rain cascades from the sky, soaking the earth. (page 12) 
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In the distance, by the large screened porch, huge oak trees 

covered by Spanish moss sway in the warm heavy air. 

(page 12) 

The warm, wet evening is perfect for Bullfrog to explore 

the bayou. (page 14) 

Tonight he will begin his search for a calling site, and then 

he can start singing to attract his first mate. (page 14)  
 

 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 2A: UNIT 1: LESSON 4 

 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M2A:U1:L4  •  June 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) • March 2015  •  14   
 

Steps for Capturing the Gist of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle 

(pages 8-11 and 16-25)  

 

 

1. Read pages 8-11, paying close attention to the text and the  
     illustrations. 
 
As you read, keep an eye out for the hard and important words. Write unfamiliar 
words on sticky notes or on the recording form. 
 
After reading pages 8-11, pause to think about the gist of that chunk. Write it down on 
a sticky note or on the recording form. 
 
Turn to page 16.  
 

 

2. Read pages 16-25, paying close attention to the text and the  
     illustrations. 
 
As you read, keep an eye out for the hard and important words. Write unfamiliar 
words on sticky notes or on the recording form. 

 

After reading pages16-25, pause to think about the gist of that chunk. Write it down 
on a sticky note or on the recording form. 
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Capturing the Gist of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

Section Gist Vocabulary 

1 
pp 8-11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

 

2 
pp 16-25 

 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 
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 Close Reading: Main Ideas and Details 

for pages 8-11 and 16-25 of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Topic: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Part 1: What do you think is the main idea of this section of the text? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Part 2: Key details from the text that help me understand the main idea  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Part 3: Key details from the illustrations that help me understand the main idea 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Revisit the main idea: What adaptations help a frog survive?  

 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 4 Homework 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

 

Reread pages 8-11 and 16-25 of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle to 

someone at home. Read it with a lot of feeling, so the person listening 

can really picture what is happening to the frog. Write down any words 

you felt were particularly interesting on the lines below: 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Explain that for now we are only working with pages 8-11 and 16-25.  

 

Think: What have you learned so far about adaptations that help the 

bullfrog survive? 

 


